Student creates Web site to find cheapest fares

Joy Pleliem | T Fors
Mark Becker, a senior at Fergus Fall High School, has created a Web site called airfaredig.com. He is also working on earning
his pilot's Noanse and may pursue a degree in aviation from the University of North Dakota next year.
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SITE: Business, aviation entice teenager
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Tiffany Thanel of Fergus
Falls recently searched for a
plane ticket to France but
couldn’t find anything in her
price range.

“He found one for $100
cheaper than we were finding
and we'd been locking for
three weeks,” Thanel said.

Becker created his Web site
in fall 2004, when he was 15
vears old. He was too young
to take a Web design class in
school or through
community education, so he
figured it out on his own,

The site suffered a brief
Iull in 2005 when b ran into
problems with his server and
he became too busy with
schoolwork to keep it up. In
summer 2006, he started
adding new features and
researching servers that
could handle more traffic.

“It's been an interesting
fe'w years just seeing what
he's come up with,” Barb
Becker said.

Becker now spends about
an hour or so a day probing
travel search engines and
airline Web pages.

“Every chance I get, I'm
tweaking it a little bit, fixing
it up and doing my best to
promote it,” Becker said.

“It's pretty in-depth,” said
Doug Becker. “It kind of
baffles me because I'm not
very good on computers.”

As he prepares for the
University of North Dakota,
Becker finds himself divided
between a career in business
or aviation.

Besides maintaining his
Web site, running

marathons, playing the viola
and being a member of the
National Honor Society,
Becker is also earning a
pilot’s license,

The Web site isn't bringing
in much income, but Becker
is looking for ways to
increase that. If he can
continue to boost the number
of people who use his site, he
will keep it up while he’s in
college.

“1 think eventually it will
be successful and it will
generate money, but like any
business it's in the early
stages,” Becker said.

Whether he pursues a
profession in aviation or
business, one thing is
certain. Becker wants a
career that will include a lot
of traveling.
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